
The scene is adorable: twenty or so six
year-olds sit in a circle staring anxiously at
a pet carrier. Slowly, cautiously, a little
black cat with striking green eyes peaks
her head out. The group of children look at
each other with excitement, but keep their
voices down so as not to scare the cat. This
is just one of the classrooms Luna the cat
has thrilled during her day-long visit to
Ecole Robert Browning, and just one group
of the hundreds of children whose lives
have been touched by The Winnipeg Hu-
mane Society Education Team. In 2006,
WHS educators taught responsible pet
ownership and pet safety to students in
317 Winnipeg and surrounding area class-
rooms reaching over 7,000 students.

The Winnipeg Humane Society Educa-
tion Team is composed of qualified educa-
tors and enthusiastic staff who not only
visit classrooms, but host tours throughout
the facility, run a day camp during spring
and summer vacations, and host clubs for
interested youth throughout the year. “We
are so fortunate to have these skilled and
dedicated educators,” said Lynn Silver,
Education Manager at The Winnipeg Hu-
mane Society, “Not only are they wonderful
with children, but they are passionate
about animals and animal welfare.” 

The goal of The WHS school program is
to encourage and enhance safety with pets
and responsible, empathetic attitudes to-
wards animals. Children first discuss what
they know about animals from personal ex-
periences and things they have learned and
seen on TV. Usually a WHS educator brings
an animal to the classroom, much to the
delight of the students. The conversation
and issues vary depending on the age of
the students. Teachers are supplied with
material prepared by The WHS Education
Team to reinforce an educator program.
“We are trying to reach children at a lot of
different levels of development,” said Silver,
“It’s never too early to teach about respon-
sible pet ownership.”

The learning doesn't end in the classroom.
In addition to the day camps and tours, the
Education Team is always expanding their
programs to cater to more people interested
in learning. In 2008, The Winnipeg Humane
Society's Education Team will begin hosting
sessions for families who are considering
adopting. Parents and children will be en-
couraged to attend the sessions together.
The sessions will be brief and valuable infor-
mation will be presented by knowledgeable
staff representing various Winnipeg Humane
Society departments. The primary focus of

the sessions will be to ensure that family pets
and children are safe and happy with each
other. Families who attend a session will re-
ceive a discount on their adoption fee. This
new initiative is designed to reduce the num-
ber of animals turned over to the shelter and
to increase involvement with the newest
member of the family.

Another new program the Education Team
is starting is The WHS Ambassador Pro-
gram, aimed at 12 to 16 year olds who are
interested in being peer educators. The pro-
gram is geared towards young people who
may have previously participated in a pro-
gram at The WHS and who demonstrate
care and concern for animals and people.
“We wanted to bridge the gap between the
children's programs and volunteering,” said
Silver, “We have so many young people who
are anxious to be involved and we are anx-
ious to keep them interested.” 

To learn more about The WHS 
education programs visit our website at 
www.winnipeghumanesociety.ca. 
Teachers interested in bringing a 
WHS educator to their classroom 
can contact the Education Team at 
982-2046 or e-mail them at 
education@humanesociety.mb.ca
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WHS Educator Lynne Storey talks about pets with kindergartners at Ecole Robert Browning.


